% B |

- . : -

NEW YORK JOURNAL, TUESDAY. DECEMBER 6. 189S—EDITORTAL PAGE.

- _We repeat our expression of the Journal’s National Policy: Annex Hawaii, secure bases in the West Indies, dig the Nicaragua Canal, build
(i« finest navy in the world, and consiruct great national universities at West Point and Annapolis. And we reaffirm_our declaration in favor
©i the Jeffersonian principle of national expansion.
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s AN AMEiRICAN PAPER FOR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. | TUNITIES. his mgjority and in- THE CANAL, |Their literary burean

¢ldentally Inherited iz putting forth parn-

$10,000,000, phlets written by hired statisticians, who

uphold the thesis that the canal would be of

nu use either to the mavy or to commerce.
They contend that the competition of the
overland rallroads would be so strenuous as .
to deprive the waterway of business

THE FIRST PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE OF GREATER AMERICA.

President McKinley has a hablit of disappointing expsetations In his messages, and in
the portentous decument submitted to Congress yesterday he did not deviate from the Tule.
The unprecedented clreumstances of the time invited apd seemed to compel the production
of a state paper that should rank as one of the colossal landmarks of our political history,
But Mr. McKinley successfully resisted every Inducement to produce such 4 paper. The,
proof sheets of all the twenty thousand words of the message might have been left uh-
guarded over night without tempting any journallstic burglar to appropriate them.

THE PRESIDENT AS HISTORIAN,

The first third of the essay might have been omitted with mueh advantage to the read-

= ableness of the remalnder. It Is simply a history of the wir with Spain, recounting the
familinr story in the baldest official style, and destitute of a single new fact.

NO COLONIAL POLICY.

The President is absolutely non-committal as to the polley to be adopted with regard to
our new possessions. HS intlmatés that this matter may be discussed after the treaty of
p'ea.ee has been ratified, and in the meantime, In the absence of legislation by Congress, he
proposes to continge the military governments which have existed since our occupntlon;

CUBA TO BE FREE.

" On one point President McKinley is commendably explicit. He reiterales the assurancs
that Cuba is to be absolutely Independant. He does not even mention annexation as a pos-
sibliity.  **Tt should be our duty,” he declares, **10 assistin every way to build
up the waste places of the island, encourage the industry of the people, and
< assiat them to form a government which shail be free andindependent, thus
realizing the best aspirations of the Cuban peopie.”
These are needed words, and, coming from such a sourte, they ought to check the for-
&ign tendency to describe our war as one of selfish aggression.

THE BUTCHERY AT LATTIMER.

The message makes {t evident that some forelgn governments regard the llves of their
gubjects more seriously than our own Government regards the Hves of American citizens.
The glaughter of the miners at Lattimer, which was so generally appfauded in high quar-

*  ters in this-country, was deeply resentad by Austria-Hungary, whieh had a dozen subjects
among the killed. Even the verdlet of the [ntellizgent jury which decided that the killing
served the miners vight has not satisfiod the Austrian authorities, who have gones so fdr as
to put in a claim for an Indemnity from our Government,

THE NICARAGUA CARNAL,

¢ The President rangZes himself unmistakably among the advocates of the Niearagua
Canal. He urges action in behalf of the enterprise at the present sesslon of Congress, and
declares that "“0uUlF national poliey now, more imperatively than ever, ealls for its control
by this Govergment.” That is exeellent as far it goes, but it would have been hetter
¥et if the president had explained exactly whnﬁe meant by "econtrol,”” and best of all if
he had gnpounced in unmistikable terms that the cansal should be constructed, owned and
opersted by the Unlted States;

. HAWAIl ANNEXED,

. Mr. McKinley recounts with just satisfaction the steps by which the credit of placing
the key of the Paciflc under American control was secured to his Administration. But he ;
Elves no hint of the nature of the government he thinks should be given to Hawsil. Al

If young (iould had been born in the first
year of the Christian cra, and had lived and
labored until this hour at a salary of $5,000 a
vear, and had saved every cent of it without
demanding interest on his money, he would
have succeeded in accumulating the vast for- I the Nicaragua Canal rendered mo other
tune that according to his father's wiil has scrvice than to reduce and permanently keep
now been placed to his credit. down rallroad charges the people could well

What will this boy do with it? What are afford to build it. It is becanse the raflroad
his ambltlona? What dreams has he cher- companles are keenly awake to ihis fact that
lshed? What ideals will he realize? they will empioy every art that intelligence

Being an Intelligent, clear-headed young can suggest and money command to throw
fellow, he hag probably asked himself these gbstacles in the way.
guestions and answered them. | In the ab- That voyage of the Oregon down one sids
gence of his declsion it will be interestiny to of the hemlisphere and up the other has set-
remark upon his opportn-n'itiea and to specu- tled the canal question so far as the Amerl-
late u;}on his Intentions. i can people are concerned. Many railroad Nt-

With a minimum income of $500,000 a year erary bureaus and whole regimenis of pur-
Mr. Gould can spend $100,000 on his personal chased speclal pleaders would avail nothing
expenses, and have $400,000 to trifle é.w&y. to as against that physical demonstration of
bestow in charity or to add to his millions. the military need of the United States for a
Will he follow the example 6f s0 many rich peseage from ocean to ocean.
men ard wear his life out in the pursuit of
more wealth, or will he give himself over to
luxurioits idleness and the enjoyment of sel-
fish pleasures?
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General Shafter
A THREADBARE| and his defenders

MISREP persist in the as-
He may do neither. At present he is mak- sumption that the
ing a practical study of the railread busi- | RESENTATION.

navy's desire for
ness, He can be found every day at his desk the co-operation of 3
in the offices of the Missourl Pacific Rallway the troops in the capture of the forts at

Company. _ Bantiago was due to an unwillingness to
The indlcations are that he will refuse to Tiek the fite of the Spanish batteries. As
fritter away either his time or his money. Admiral Sampson repeatedly explained
That he may not endow a lbrary, found a When the plans were under consideration
hospital for little children, go in for building that It was not the risk from the guns, but
model tenements, or do any of the conven- the certainty of destruction from the mines
tional things for the amelloration of the that made him réluctant to take his ships .
poor is probable, but that he starts out with unnecessarily into & trap that could easily
the earnest purposeé to lead a wuseful life is be made harmless, ag the explanation has |
certain, and it may not be too much to hope been relterated times without number since,
{hat with maturity will come the realization And as the thing was always obvious to any
that £10.000,000 is a litile more than will keep ordinary lutelligence v\-uhout an explanation,
the wolf from the door. the persistence of (General Shafter's friends

With that point galned, Mr. Gould might In sticking to the original misrepresentation p

, Adence that they have no honest defences
spend the remainder of a very useful career Is evidene ¥ ¢

in preventing his left hand from knowing to offer.
what his right hand was doing.,
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* UNCLE SAM: “You've taken room enough to covzr almost

everything, William; but haven't you forgotten something ?”
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Mr. T. B. Roland,

* that is left for the report of the commission that has been lnvestigating the subjsct, As only. a wmoral ALWAYS of Brooklyn, writes
4 : NO RADICAL CURRENCY REFCORM. AN idlot eould have com- to the Journal, re-
President McKinley disappoints the currency reformers by declining to recommend the PROT t Tl-:la.t & freprool office bulldings that are without fre-escapes ASSASSIN'S witted the erime ot | FOR CUBAN | 0y jis emorts be-
: OTECT uilding would &l- the Journal demands that this evil be rem- : assassinating the fore the war In be-
?_?tlremen: of the greenbacks and the substitution of bank nnte_s.. He would like to have a Ways) Borh, ~under edisd without dalay. . o e i Mg 0, LIBERTY. it e
provislon adopted forbidding the relssue of greenbacks redeemed in gold except in exchange | LIVES IN SKY e St I L= IMPUD . e S z : 1 d]-
. Yor Id. This, of eourse, would eventually transform all the legal tender notes into gold AR I i = ! ng i pendence, and concluding:
' eertlgﬁﬂnates with which consummation Mr. McKinley apparently would cﬂnﬁider’ :he curr::ny SCRAPERS. has long been the be- 3 1P The President Austria, it Is not surprising that Lucchenl  How s it that I find the Journal advoenting
guestion happlly settled, . liel of practical fire- A LESSON would obtaln mors her murderer, should have the colossal im- fhé acqulstilon of Cobu. insfead of seeking to glve
: ‘ HIGHT' NRVY men. The fact was strikingly demonstrated readers for his liter- pudence to complain of his punishment—life {he Cubun ]".h‘-n'[ﬂt‘l what they fought so hnrd for,
- : S ; in the destruction of the upper stories of the IN CON- ary efforts if he |mprisonment. In any other European eoun- thelr abisolute Hberty?
r The President heartily indorses Secretary Long's new naval programme of three first yiome TLife Insurance Company's butlding. DENSATION, |would take a equrse try gave Switzerland the death penalty would Mr, Roland does not find anything of the

sart. If peopla who write letters to news-
papers would take the trouble beforehand to
redad the things they crlticise much neediega
inkshed would be spared. ‘The Journal hag
never missed an opportunity to denpunce the
scheme of Cuban annexation, and to demand
the fulfiimernt, in spirit and letter, of our
promiza to give Independence to the isiand.

have Dbeen infllected Jong ago, and nag his
desd been done among Orlentals torture
would have preceded death. But it is char-
acteristic of Luccheni, as it was of Gultedu
and Prendergast, to feel an immense sense
of personal merit and lmportance. Only ab-
normal egotism such as his can produce a
teeilng of injury in the light of which the
'thking of a human life in reprisal seems not
mersly justifiable but praizeworthy. Lue-
cheni undoubtedly regards himself as a great
and admirable public character—a represen=
tative of the wrongs of the submerged poor.
Besldes that, his vanity renders hig removal
fram the publlc gaze intolerable to him. He
1s of the breed to prefer the publicity of a
dramatic enfd on the scaffold to the dull rou-

Although ' this striucture was deviged after the
most modern and enlightened plans, it was
at the merey of the flames, and owing to its
great height the Fire Department was pow-
erless, !

More startling still was the absence of fire-
escapes. Fortunately the offices wers de-
sortéd when the fire broke out, or great loss
of life must have resulted.

All our New York towering office hulldings

class battle ships, tuaree 12,000-ton armored crulsers, three cruisers of 6,000 and six of 2,500

_ tone exch. He also indorses the proposition to revive the grades of Admiral and Vice Ad-

miral for the bgnefit of officers who have distinguishéd themselves in the Iate war. “The

Admiral part of this recommendation will meet with no objection—Dewey will carry that

i 'fhruugb——but the Vice Admiral part will revive the Sampson-Schley controversy, and by
fthe time the matter is settled we may have two Vice Admirals or none at all,

_ THE NEW CENSUS.

"? The message properly calls attentfon to the urgent need for a prompt provision for the
census of 1800, Our last natiopal stock-taking in the ninetcenth dentury and our first as a

- eolontal world power will be a matter of supreme interest and importance, and it is the
duty of Congress to s=e at once that it shail not be Porterized and ruined.

A GREAT ARMY. .
The President seconds Alger's request for an army of 100,000 men, but in ad apologetic

tone that indicates a reallzation of the unpopularity of the projsct. But he mikes no at-

. tempt to explain, 1. why 100,000 men are needed; 2, why they should cost more than Ger-

=il L4 _of lessons in the art
of “Doiling dowh™ In sime good newspaper
office.. For instance, instead of the 20,000
words he unloaded upon Congress yesterday
he might have said this:

"“We have thrashed Spdin and remembered
the Maine. I am running Porto Rlce and the
Philippines. Cuba can run herself ag soon
as we think her raady, Foteign governments
don't like to have their subjects shot, Dlg
are a menace to safety. Not less than fifty the Nicaragua Canal. Give a million dollars
thotzand people, many of them women, are for the Parls BExposition, We are trying to
employed in oifices above the redch of effect-gmake up with Canada. T shall let you know
ive fire department work. what to do with Hawall as soon as T know

Fire-efcapes are absolutely neeessary on all myself. When you glve gold for greenﬂﬁcks
these skyserapers. Not an ordingry ladder, don't give the greenhacks for anything but

True Definition of Expansion,
Edltor of the New York Journal:

Dear 8ir—1 wounld ke to see the Jonrnal's edl-
1or's “ndilonal expanslon does neot mesn natibool
plraes” “nnlled to the mast’ as the (roe defind
tion of “expansion,” Nelther we npr our proteges
are prepared to debate the qnestion of annesatin.

For the present, intelligent wmblifary rule, ke that
ulf General Wood at Bantlage, and the eo-opertlon
of thit sehoolmdstor for our colenles: Whien, yoidies

by

_ may nothing of “Senslde Melodles.”
. dles are always packed off ta the seaside

man, 's for nearly 600,000 ulars, 4,000 reserves | her entire navy, luding th " 2 3
Ry ¥ sulaxs, 4,000,000 e and her entire navy, including the g 4o54n trap in fteelf, but a broad iron stair- gold. - Give Alger 100,000 regulars. Build a tine of unnoticed existence within a prison’s of f ) b il
construction of new ships, or, 8, why any reorganization at all should be inirusted to Alger, | 3 5 i ol ’ ; onr sipervision and cofitrol, they prove themselves ;
way, properly protected, should be provided, mighty navy, Discourage yellow fever, V& Is. capiable of self-governnrent, then ponexaflon may
) - 5 Most people will regrét that under the 12w *pecome a debathble quedtion, Dot ws a niilitary

THE NATIONAL POLICY.

Four of the five points of the Journal's National Policy receive indorsement in the message.
 Hawaiian annexation, the Nicaragua Canal, the mighty navy, and strategic
bases in the West Indies are favorably dwell upon. If the President had not burled
his Judicious observations on these subjeets in such & mass of unnecessary \'erbiqge his
em:, would have been much more generally read and more highly appreciated.

8o that a woman could reach the street with-
out the fear of losing her footing and being
dashed to death.

In the interest of the thousands whose
lives are daily endangered by the neglect or
nlggirdliness of the owners of the many

Drum up trade in China. Take pare of the
next census. Make Dewey an Admiral, and
let me plek my man for Vice Admiral. Pre-
gerve the forests. Qelehrate the centsnnial
of the foundation of Washington, Au revolr,
“WILLIAM M'EKINLEY."”

of Geneva Luccheni cannot in response ta
his appeal agninst the sentence of life fm-
prisonment be granted a halter, but the maore
thoughtful will reflect that to one of his
peculiar temperament the jall and continused
existence constitute a much severer punish-
ment than death would be. .

necessity they muet always remnlno o part of onk
Torritory and we shotlil alvways Keep n pepresenis:
tive of ‘the mother country ot the colonies (and
at thely expease) g see that o pepnbliesy forin
of government s enforem], and o provent the
exploltations ot the people by the moyey powet,
Yours very truly, . J. HAGGIIRTY.

No. 101 West Rifiy-fifth steeet, New York Ciiy,
December 4.

~ SEMBRICH IN “TRAVIATA.

=7

of the Camelins, mide musienl by

Verdl, 1= still a very vital role, and
overy prima donnn with a fine selection of
Alwmonds and ‘high notes loves 1. Violetta
fn “La Traviata,” Nke Marguerlte Gautier
o “Opmiite,” iz n “sear” pole—one that
renders every othor parc insignifiennt, and
holds the ventrp of the stage with n gen-
pinely dramatle fervor. It gives o grest
wyportunlty fo the primd donna who is
adileted to what muy be called Fourth-of-
;-.f,_g_l'y-_nr the wolew. And who has mubeged to
acquite during her (ravels among queens

anid emare und other forelgn potentates o
varlegnted-collection of gems. Slic can wear
all the jewels she possesses plustered
‘avposs her breast, in the first act, I she
 ehnoses, for they nre extremely approprifte
 dippe that maegaificent property supper
sepnie, where hungry looking supers andd
superines are allowed to “set to”" and en-
oy 8 nice togal of popler moehe apples and
Wiix candles. Pattl was o gllttering mor-
¥&f when she used to ging Violetta,

It was Marcells Sembrich who utidertook
the part st the Metropolitin Opera House
© last night. Nobody doubted her ability to
T meqult herself creditably, for Vicletip 1s not
a part that the povice or the debutante
would care to sing. There was consequent-
1y an extremely blg house, drawn probabiy

T_HB rale of Dumns’s tuberculous Lady

by Sembrich rather than by “Fraviata”—an

opera  which we bave grown to gssoclate
with barrel orguns and burdy-gurdles, and
“Popular Selections for S8mall Fingers," to
(Melo-

when they get stale.)

o . ‘Sembrich “'made good™ in mar
. wellansly quick time, and when the first
' it enme to an ead the house broke into
d . No, they were uof the usual per-
funetory chsers that a number of stentorian
glutlemen dt the back wear for appears
nnces’ ghlke. They were genunine, and they
were deserved. The curtaln was lfted seven
or ¢ight times, ynd the andlence declined to
~_aeftle doiwn untll Sembrich hud sent. up
A few more voval rockets, The prima dorng
_was really magnificent. Her trills sounded
those of a chubby, well-fed bird, and

She managed to throw 2 cértaln pmount of
fervor Into her work, and I am perfecily
convineed that she enfoyed sinzlng fust ns
much ns we enjoyed hearing her sing. She
splashed through the florlil passages witp
an Intrepldity worthy of Pattl, and dived
suecessfully for the high notes In 0 way
that made the audience gay “Ou!"

The effect of 'hr.‘nriug freworks s really
not yvery unlike that of seelng them. 4=
you listened to Sembrich you feil the son-
sation of agreenble smuxement that vou
experienve when you se¢ u volossal Cath-
erine  wheel sputtering forth gorgeonps
sparks, or a whole pack of firecraockers ox-
ploded af once, regurdiess of expense,

Bentbrich hns “arpived,” nwd I shall be

Mme. Sembrich.

very much surprised if this eperatic segson
has any more powerful card to play. There
Iz abspldtely np doult abdut the fute of
Sembrich In New York this yenr. She Is 4
woman with temperament, and I Nohl ghat
temperament 18 necessnry—even af the
opera. Of pourse it s nlways agreeabie to
listen to.a glacial lady with o perfect loo,
Lighly enltivated, warbling Juliet lke an
Irrepronchable  leeberz. But something
mare than wvelce s neécossary, and thai
sotmetiing 15 thrust forward by Sembrich,
Her work I8 not absolutely free from eflort
at times, but for 41l that it appeals to you,
and it is a delightful surjirlse ot all times,

Physleally, 1 guppose that It would be im-
possible to secure an ideal Lady of the
Camelios fn opert. Sembrich gidnt” impress

ALAN DALE ON THE OPERA

AT THE METROPOLITAN.

me with the ldea that the germs of tuber-
calasts were hovering among her dinmonis.
Nor was. there the suspicion of a craving
for coq liver ofl in the repressed tumnlt
of ber cmbonpoint, Bhe was tightly cor-
setted, and she suggested a ripe old age,
and a series of curtoin lectores for her
Armand Baval

T presume that there 13 no such thilug as
A voeal Barah Bérnbavdt. Sonebleds grow
fat wlth owonderrul vogulareity, fur thelr
work s henltby, and musealar development
seeulE to b o resulrt of vecal ealesthenles,
B0 you nre obliged to shut your eyes when
they sing—to actept an lsolde who ls ap-
parently tenlglog for Haber's, a Jullet who
looks us Uhough she coftld take Iomeo on
her knee and epank him, and a copsump-
tHye Comite, who I stdlont with bealth
and who has [ungs that Dr. Koch's Iymph
would simply Inegh at i

Nobody pays very mmeb-nttention te the
story of on opera—fortunately. T lwve no
doubt thay there were very many people
in last night's aodience who hnd no Liea
that “Traviata" was a musical verslon of
“Camille,” Thev saw and heard the pmns-
Ing Sembrlely singing to, nt, by and around
o poent youhg mah in velvet knlekerbockers
trimmed  with eheap lace, and they asked
x}n'qurstiunu. Tt 15 not the leust uee In fhe
wokld expecting anythlng more from opersa
thuft musie, 'Peadition says thot opern
mitst be sung with geenery and costumes,
but 1 am inelined to think that It wonld
be just as acceptable withont them.

In the seene with Armend’s fatlior, Bem-
brich was duoly melancholy and pathetie.
Perhaps It was at thls thne that the story
Began to be ppparent. But she was gbliged
1o reserve her pathos tntil she hnd finlshed
singing. No prima donnn enn vanvey the
Idea of mortal angnish while 5‘%5 Is triliing
bivdily  and ronoieg up and down the
scles. Sembrich binnehed her face a little
In this deene to act up to the diawn of con-
samprion, bot she waog stlll mimenlously
heulthy,

The role of Alfredo—Armand Duval—was
stng by that meek and sequestered young
person, M. Salignae, This genticman Isnn
excellont foil for any Violette. He s s0
tame, o discrest, and so exceedingly anx-

fous for the backzronnd. Alfredo was enpe-
fully upholstered in velver, adged with
bargain-counter lace; and be lopkeld very
el iwiSed at Wimsclf, and as thongh
he zuu‘z’t help wonderlng why he was
there. M. Sallgpac sang correctly pnough,
although he Lid o objection th an peen-
sional eplsode of flatuess, He never rose
to' the acensian. Possibly that wig becnuse
Mine. Sembrleh was the osenslon, nnd she
was incompirably beyond him. Such @
cofitume as that inyarlahly assleped to
Alfredo. must depress n stuger, I should
think. Ta act In these clothes is bud
enottgh, but to stawd In the mididle of the
gluge and chant in them must e gulling,
The other roles were usslgned to/Camypa-
earl, who is “dolig Lilwselt prova’ (his
seasou; to Iittle Mlle. Bovermelster, who
Iz o famillar with Wagner ns sbe ls with
Verdiy to Ml#s Touwdez,  Slgnor  Vannl,
Jacques Buvs, Lempriere Pringle and M.
Dhifrlehe. E
Hit "'l‘rm-‘lntn"{]n_nt night was Sembrieh,
and it wae not o Senilpleh mersly londed
It was n
Sembrleh vive with art, bilstling el
drumatic and voeal encrgy, hippy, nppinud-
ed and successful. The face of the primg
donna, g# she réeponiled to the epthisiasm
of the louse, was a study. Tt rellectod jnsg
about as ninch Bllss as this tearfnl world
grafts to the avernge worker In 1t Sew-
irieh enfosed hervgelf, and &o did we,
ALAN DAL,

Busy, "

“Dio you find the cores of Stafe fa
tligulng " Inauired the interviewer,

“Patlguing!™ echoad Li Hung Clang., “1
should say sol Bt keeps me lingy seelng
how mnny Russlon roubleés there are In an
Ehglsh pound, and then getting the result
n Chlnese taels 8o as to make sure who Is
offerlng. the most moner.”—Washington

Star,

| It Plensed Him.
The Secretnry—An  express  package,
BENGT,

Senor: Engasta—At¢ jast.  Hbre, lot me
open it. Yes, the treaty millions are here.

The Seevetury—Thiy 18 anvther sud but
glorlous day, Senof.

Sedor Sagasta—It Is, my boy; It Is, Aud
I omly wish It was four times ns gnd and

seven times ns gloslous.—leveling Pluin'

Dealer, .

Jhot enpngh. I

FIRE AND SKY SCRAPERS.

H1 fire In the Home Iugnrance Balld-
ing proved what [ have always cou-
tendad, that there is no sueh thing

In Newy York as on absolutely fire-proof
bullding. It proves that all yon have to
do to. burn anything Is to make the fire
bave bheld to this theory
the manin for bullding sky-

ever  sipee

seripers begin,

A great many grchltects and bullders
bave loughed ar me and proved, ot lesst
ta thelr own. satisfoetion, on-paper, (hat
a ‘modarn eighteen-story bullding was not
Inflummahle. Hotr their theories have all
gone np in the smoke of st niglit's fire.

In: 3804 1 ‘hed o dong conferance with
Chief Donner oy the subject of fire-proof
ifldinigs, and I advided him to make the
repomumetdation, whiell he snbsequently
All, thist o bullding several hWoodred feet
abive the gvound, flled by thousands of
people, needs wore, and not (€53, peotention
tealnst five than an oxdinary pld-fushloned
thireestory resldence.

I am not, Bowever, onposed to the builds
log of these steoctures.  In a crowded. cons
gerted elty ke this a high boildlng s,
pochaps, n goml thing—even o necessity.
But, ih order to be habltable, It sbagld be
properly goarded ngninst five.

To do this is not ss ditficnlt ss might he
supposed.  Let o law be passed compelling
evory Ligh bulldiog to hawve on Its roof o
ltrge tnnk, fo holid ap letst 5000 gallons of
water, to be used exclusively In eaxe of
fire. this tank to be connecied with hose
nogzles on ench tloor, the tank will be sup-
plied by i steam pump In the basement, so
thit it il he slwavs remdy for use.

The workiog andl mnoagement would be
entirely in charge of n special fire engineer,
Ageording to the law. which I wonld sug-
gest, the owners of every high structure
wonld be rompelied to employ sucl oo man,
who woulid bi responsible to the Fire De.
partment and aoder lts supervision, In
fuok, b would be practically a fireman de-
todled for that partienlar bullding, just ns
polleemen are often detachid from the peg-
ulne foree for some speelel work.

In cnse of o fire, At wonld be this man's

duty to get th&hwﬁe-{mr on all the floors,
3

and have things falrly onder way before
the engines zot to the sceng

That I8 one of my spggestiong, hut It
i=n't the ouly one. The whole theory of
municipal legisintion in regurd to ligh
ulldings is. I believe, based on a wWrong
prineiple,

The supiposition & that a sky-seraper ¢on-
not be made to burn and therefore Heeds
less protectlon (hian an ordiparvy building.

By a 4peeinl regulation of the Dallding
Board these stroctures are exemptel from
all those unil-five methods in copstruetion
which we rigidly enforee in otheg t-ﬁll‘i-l‘im,'s.

A sixteen-stoty bullding Is not compelled
to have a fireeacape. the stilrway chn
wind around the eleyitor shaft, and It can
tovite fire in # great many other ways, Jost
hecause the men who stperyise Itz erection
rezard it as they waonld a plece of nsbey-
tos, o thing absolutely mpervions Lo fire.

Now, [ bold that all this sort of thing ie
wrong, Just beeadse Wigh buaildings are
popular, fnst beeanss veaple do wiork and
live and =warm over thenl, every precau-
tion known to wodern fire fighters ought
to he cwployed In thelr construetion.

As o matter of ponrse they anghi tp have
ire-escnpes froom the roof to the hasement
of the mast improveg design.  One stair-
wity 18 not euongl.  There should be at
least Lwo, dnd more If possible.  In eveny
Instanee the extrn stalrway ought to be
placed nx grent o distance as possible from
the elevator shift.

o suppope that Just because a bullding
= modern and catled fire proof It will stand
fuch a flery foronee droioght ns poured
against that wall I8 perfectly ridlculous.

The only wonder to my mind is that the
fire did not do o great deal more dpmnge.
I expected that It would sweep clear to the
r|I\'m'.

It was ane of the hest mahsged fires 1
over looked at,

To fght the does thiveeen storles nbove
the gronmd s a new experlence for the ma-
Jority of flremen, No witer towoer or or-
dinary hydront hose coulil possibly cary
anything like that lstgnoes.

Fresh hose had to be enrrfed up In see-
tlons to the upper floor of the Postal Tele-
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COMMISSIONER SCANNELL DISCUSSES
AN IMPORTANT MATTER,

graph Bulldbil and attoched to the noxtles
theres I lovelvid & vast pmoont of work
and wag aceomplished o oan almost Bieved-

Ibly sliort thme,

I haye ane other snggestlon to  make,
The permi=sion of the Bullding Tepart-
ment, 18 il Tthat Iz nedessary  for the
arehitect or owner of 8 Dproposed  s#Ky-
sergper. I othink thot the Fire Department
ought to be consalted before the plaos
are finnliy: passed. Moo wibo by lifedong
practies have bzecome experts In kfibwing
where dad Todw o Hie is Jlkely to bBrank
ot would, Ar seems tooome, b foradord
Halile toy detect tHe pbsenee of joy needpl]
v precantiing then o mers ullding som-
misstoper, uoe matter how thovdngh  the
knowledge of bis department odght be.

Fire: Commizstoner, New York

SIGNATURE IN NEWSPAPERS,

Thett werg some reporfers of  macked
abllity when the war elond burst in 1861,
Bent to the fronl as war correspondents,
they torned out work neither better noF
worse than (lnt of many others, and what
they wrote (isnppenred in the smotlier of
the dally press.  They  edme Beereiary
Stufton's order that eovrespondents shonll
slga thelr grileles, and these men wrote
thielr names.  Thereapon they hecame poyp-
sonnl to thelr readens, and gradually thers
grew up in thege readers’ minds the idea
of entities, of Individuals who were “alllng
them by duy swhat they jsaw and heard.
The correspondence lmm;r{n much more -
teresting, not ounly becanse personality en-
abled the mon to tell thelr storles with

more (divegtness, but hecause thelr readers
goom fell an Interést In the adventures o
men, whom  they knew by nnme. ur
yeurs bf this eauged’ the publie to want
vy from these men, and the men them-
selves hnd aovalue 1o newspapers depending

on thelr persondlity, They went high In
the npwspaper worlid, for eaeh hnd gennine
ubility of hilg own; but 1t wes the sig- *
natnre thet furnished the Ilad_da_r_ of per-
sonullty on which they el"rgt:bgd?. :
Baleh, 'in December Lippincott's,
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